
The Connection 

Our Mission Statement:  
 

Embrace God as the foundation of our lives, 

Engage as disciples in worship, study and service, 

Extend the love of Christ to all people.  

     JANUARY 2018 

Silver Lake United Methodist Church Newsletter 

Have you made your New 
Year’s resolutions yet? We, 
here at Silver Lake United 
Methodist are making a 
huge change in our routine…  

We are going paperless!! 
 

Each month we go through 
quite a large amount of    
paper with just the monthly 
Newsletter alone. So we 
have decided it is in our best        
interest, and it is most          
environmentally friendly, to 
go paperless! Starting in 
February our Newsletters 
will be sent to you through 
email. With this being said, 
we do not have every   

 
Join us for Worship in January!  

 

Sunday  School—9AM / Worship—10AM 
Fellowship Time follows worship / Bell Choir practices at 11:15am 

 

Sunday, January 7: Epiphany Sunday 
Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 

Sunday, January 14: 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

 

Sunday, January 21: 3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Sunday, January 28: 4th Sunday after Epiphany  

 

Have to miss a Sunday? You don’t have to miss the Word!  
All SLUMC  Sunday services can be found online at silverlakeumc.org 

 
 

Church Office Hours:  
Monday — Thursday 9:00am—3:00pm 

785-582-4714  
e3slumc@gmail.com 

 

Pastor: Rev. Lucas McConnell  
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday 9a-Noon 

(also available by appointment) 

 

 
 

Director of Youth & Family Ministries: Stephanie Seth 
Office Hours: Monday thru Wednesday Noon-3p 

(also available by appointment) 
 

 
 
 

 Administrative Assistant: Christie Cunningham 
Preschool Staff:  Kassi Neufeld (Director/Lead Teacher) &  

Christie Cunningham (Assistant Teacher) 
Chair of Connecting Council: Pam Girard 

Church Custodian: Brenda Ackerly   
Building Coordinators: Pat & Ande Brewster 

Silver Lake United Methodist Church  
204 Madore St / PO Box 188 
Silver Lake, KS 66539 

 

THIS MONTH AT SLUMC: 
 

Every Wednesday: 
Men’s Coffee @ 7:30am 

Wednesday Meal @ 5:30pm 
Youth Group @ 6:15pm 

Wednesday Worship Service @ 6:15pm 
 

 
 
 
1/2/18: Finance Meeting @ 7:00pm 
1/9/18: Trustees Meeting @ 7:00pm 
1/10/18: UMW Meeting @ 9:30am 
1/15/18: Worship Committee Meeting @ 5:30am 
1/21/18: Guest Preacher 
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We Are Going Digital 
members’ email address. If 
you would like to   continue 
to receive our monthly 
newsletter, we ask that you 
please send us your email 
address or fill out a subscrip-
tion card located in a pew 
rack or at the Welcome  
Center. 
Phone: 785.582.4714 
Email: e3slumc@gmail.com 
 
Sending out the monthly 
Newsletter is not only a 
great way to get all the 
events and happenings of 
each month out to inform, 
but it’s also a great conver-
sation starter! We still plan 

to have some paper copies 
of each monthly newsletter 
here at the church, at the 
Welcome Center for those 
that either do not have 
email or just prefer to have 
a hard copy in hand. With 
going paperless, this will not 
only help our church save on 
paper and postage, help the 
environment by not using 
and throwing out as much 
paper, but also we will be 
able to reach more people 
with our newsletter!  
Thank you for your partici-
pation in this! 
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Brothers and Sisters, 
 

Happy New Year! After a very blessed Advent and Christmas season, a new year has arrived 
and with it many new opportunities for mission and ministry here at Silver Lake United   
Methodist Church. Our church continues to grow and our vitality continues to increase, and 
I’m extremely excited for what we have in store as a church in 2018. 
 

First off, we have many new leaders stepping up into church leadership positions. A big thank 
you is due to the hard work of the Nominations and Leadership Development Committee for 
recruiting our new leaders. Also, a big thank you to all our leaders who are rotating out of  
leadership positions. Our current growth and vitality is due in a large part to your faithful  
leadership, your sacrifice of time, and the gifting of your talents and skills. 
 

January is also a time well known for developing new practices, habits, and making helpful and 
healthful resolutions – and, as I mentioned last year, don’t let your spiritual health be              
neglected from this year’s resolutions! With the beginning of a new year, I invite you to join us 
each and every Sunday at 10am as we worship God in thanksgiving with prayer, word, song, 
and sacrament. Resuming January 10th, I also invite you to join me in a brief, but meaningful 
time of worship with the resuming of Wednesday Communion services. Services start at 
6:15pm and all community members are welcome. Wondering how to develop a spiritual     
discipline for 2018, Wednesdays at Silver Lake UMC are the way to go: A delicious meal at 
5:30pm, worship at 6:15, and a small group study at 7:00pm. Bring a friend or invite a family 
member! 
 

Also, and this is very good news, Silver Lake UMC, for the first time in several years, was able 
to contribute 100% of our Mission Share to the Great Plains Annual Conference! This is a     
profound statement of vitality and a noteworthy step of faith. Our church is growing – in many 
ways! Thank you to all who contributed to the church financially in 2017. Your gifts are   
changing lives: here in Silver Lake, to be sure, but also throughout the Great Plains Annual 
Conference and beyond. In celebration of this achievement, and kicking off our 2018 Mission 
Share drive, we will be having the 2nd Annual Silver Lake UMC Mardi Gras Sunday on           
February 11th! Back by popular demand, we’ll have all the great food from last year, and   
maybe even a few more dishes. I have invited both the District Superintendent and the Bishop 
to join us in worship that Sunday. Congratulations again, and see you on the 11th! 
 

The Holy Spirit is at work here at Silver Lake United Methodist Church. I’m excited to see what 
God will do in this new year, and I encourage us to be poised, ready and listening, to receive 
and act upon God’s call for our congregation. Let our prayer this new year be, “Here I am Lord”, 
and “Thy will be done Lord, on earth as it is on heaven.” 
 

May God bless you this year and may God’s peace always be with you! 
 

Your brother in Christ, 
 
 

Rev. Lucas McConnell 

A Note from the Pastor’s Desk ... 

Thank you for giving the gift of    
Christmas to many families this holiday 

season! 
 
Thank you to all who provided Christmas 
gifts, gift certificates, food and more for 
our Christmas families this year! We were 
able to provide a local family with food, 
gifts and more! We were also able to     
provide a good Christmas to many children 
and families through Doorstep, Inc. Thank 
you for your gracious hearts and your    
giving spirit!  Doorstep, Inc. wanted me to 
pass along their deepest thanks and      
gratitude for helping our local neighbors! 
Special thanks to Wehner’s Grocery store 
for their donation of  spiral ham to our   
local Silver Lake families. Also, thank you 
to those who continue to help us identify 
those in need.   

Adult Mission Trip to Texas in March—Are you interested?? 

 

Have you always wanted to go on an Adult Mission trip but just didn’t have the opportunity? Silver 

Lake UMC is considering an Adult Mission trip that would take place the week of March 18th in 

Houston, Texas! Cost would be approximately $250-$300 depending on how many attend and if we 

need to rent vehicles for the week. If you would be interested in learning more, please sign up in 

the foyer! See Stephanie if you have any questions!  

Endowment Funds provide new computer for    
sanctuary 

 
This year we have received a new donation for our 
sanctuary—a new computer for our Audio Visual 
Team. This will provide a smoother and more       
efficient way to upload all slides for each service and 
upload our worship videos onto our website as well. 
Thank you! 
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 SLUMC Youth Updates 

 

 Youth Group resumes Wednesday, January 10th 

 Youth Group will resume Wednesday, January 10th following the Wednesday Communion 
service. 

 Summer Mission Trip to Houston, Texas 

 The youth summer mission trip has been set for July 7th through July 15th, we will be    
headed to Houston, TX for Flood Recovery. We have 13 youth and 6 adults signed up so far. There 
may be a spot still available if  any youth are still interested and have not paid their deposit yet. 
Please see Stephanie as soon as possible to secure your spot! 

 Parent’s Night Out—Save the Date 

 With Valentine’s Day coming, we recognize that parents like to have time for themselves. Let 
us watch your kids for you! Saturday, February 17th we would like to provide a fun-filled Valentine 
themed party for your kids with dinner provided.  

A note of Thanks from Stephanie . . . 
 
Thank you to all those who attended the December Wednesday night meal to support my Iliff School of 
Theology Educational Scholarship. I was able to raise a total of $1,234 between the dinner and with       
various checks that came in afterwards! Iliff School of Theology will in turn, double this amount and put it 
towards my Winter and Spring tuition! Wow! I would also like to extend a special thank you to Larry & 
Judy Ross, Judy Maddox, Jeanne Snider, Sue Streeter, Christie Cunningham and Pastor Lucas for their help 
in providing a dessert or helping serve in the kitchen. I am beyond grateful for the many ways this church 
continues to support my family and I, both professionally, and personally. I am honored to call Silver Lake 
UMC my home church and am honored to represent you as I begin the Candidacy Process into Ordination 
with the UMC. 
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13 Sam Bahret 

 Sean Kelsey 

 Jason Lamprecht 

 Travis Thyer 

14 Zachary Phelps 

15 Nancy Burkhardt 

18 Stan Little 

 Angela Roberson 

19 Ermyl Broyles 

21 Stephanie Bryant 

 Shane Harrington 

30 Dick Robbins 

12 Will & Donna Kampmeier 

Your Celebration is Our Celebration! 

January Birthdays 

January Anniversaries 

With new memberships, new births, and new 
marriages we would like to make sure our data-
base is up to date! If you have had any changes 
to your family in the last year, or if we have any 
incorrect information, we would like to hear 
about it! Let us know so that we can help       
celebrate with you all! Thank you! 
Church phone: 785.582.4714 
Church email: e3slumc@gmail.com 

1 Mike Rueck 

2 Cameron McGough 

3 Jeanne Snider 

5 Jean Viergever 

7 Wanda Wonnell 

8 Patty Jordan 

10 Warren Bledsoe 

11 Vince Burkhardt 

 Emily Jordan 

 Annie North 

12 Tonia Robinson 

 Kyson Seth 

-Rolan S. (friend of Francis Kelsey) 
-Jess Adams (Wendy Spreer’s brother) 
-Deanna Bird (Connie Kelsey’s sister) 
-Brett Maddux (Larry Maddux’s son) 
-Anita Boden (Ande Brewster’s sister) 
-Bill Journot (Jane Kelsey’s brother) 
-Travis Thayer’s Grandmother 
- Dale & Evelyn Anderson (Kyle Hicks’ parents) 
- Jenna Essman (friend of Christie Cunningham) 
- Don Heacock (Ande Brewster’s father) 
- Hudson Pashia (Eldon & Doris Roberson’s 
Great Brandson) 
 

- Lesa Lambert 
- Nancy Bryant 
- Grace North 
- Sam Bahret 
- Charlsie Studley 

Prayers for our Family and Friends in Retirement & Care Facilities— 
Ellen Thompson (Plaza West, Topeka), Ruth Johnson (The Bickford in Crystal Lake, IL.),                    
Carl & Mary Ann Smith (Presbyterian Manor, Topeka), Wilma Rabe (Brookside Manor, Overbrook), 
Charlotte Frank (Brookdale @ Overland Park), Tom Wade (Oakley Place, Rossville), Sarah         
Whitehead (Aldersgate, Topeka). 

 
Prayers of Safety and Gratitude for Family and Friends Serving Our Country Through Military 
Service—Travis Mitchell (Mike Mitchell’s nephew) serving in Spain; Braeden Lockhart, serving in 
the USMC; Heath Johnson, serving in the Navy and stationed at Fallon, Nevada; and Chayse Saia, 
serving in the USMC. 

The Power of Prayer: believe it, feel it, live it, give it  
 

“Lord, let them hear and feel our Prayers” 

Please keep these Friends, Relatives & Members of SLUMC in your prayers  

- Cassandra Clubine (Natalie Wonnell’s niece) 
- Brooklyn Elizabeth Morrison (Burkhardt’s great niece) 
- Sarah Skaggs (Judy Maddux’s daughter) 
- Martha Tompkins (Deb North’s mother) 
- Kevin Kirchgessner (Wanda Wonnell’s great niece’s husband) 
- Ashleigh Coffman (granddaughter of Bruce & Sandra Coffman) 
- Martha Miller (Wanda Wonnell’s aunt) 
- Cheryl (Swaim) Dechand (friend of Bev Lindstrom) 
- Jerry Lueger (friend of Mark Burdiek) 
- Bob Stambaugh (friend of Mark Burdiek) 
- Don Kimball (friend of Connie Kelsey) 
- Gary Garner (friend of Mike Mitchell) 
- Gene Spetter (Darlene & Elizabeth Jackson’s uncle) 

- Christie Cunningham  
- Robert & Elaine Mohler 
- Brenda & Sean Kelsey 
- Will & Donna Kampmeier 
- Laurie Johnson 
- Stan Circle 

Send a card and brighten a day! 

 

SLUMC Finance Update thru December 31, 2017 

 
Sara and Joe Blubaugh, Finance Administrators 
Craig Stromgren, Treasurer 
 
2017 Church Budget:  $194,487.93 
 
Total giving through Sunday, December 31, 2017: $173,389.31 
 
Revenues for Church Budget:  $ 
Revenues earmarked for Special Funds (cannot be used on budget): $  
 
Revenue needed to make budget thru 12/31/17: $194,487.93 
Variance thru 12/31/17: -$21,098.62 
 
YTD Amount paid to Mission Shares: $22,202.00 

 
 
     

December Worship Attendance 

- Jack Steele 
- Mike Mitchell 
- Harold Massek 
- Ed Shaw 
- Jim Stadler 
- Doris Hurtig 
- Lyndsey Vande Velde 

Wednesday Meals Menu 
 Sunday Wednesday 

12/3/17 112 22 

12/10/17 120 17 

12/17/17 120 28 

12/24/17 
AM—125 
PM—158 

0 

12/31/17 92 0 

- Charles Wilson 
- Roger Hanni 
- Wanda Wonnell 
- Ron Workman 
- Staci Danzer 
- Connie Kelsey 

January 3 Fried Chicken 

January 10 Hot Beef Sandwiches 

January 17 Chili & Hot Dogs 
VBS Fundraiser 

January 24 Country Style Ribs 

January 31 Meatloaf 


